FSC/ProForest developing guide for small operations in the tropics: your input is invited (July 2007)

During 2007 ProForest will be developing a step-by-step guide to fulfilling the FSC certification requirements for HCV/ biodiversity conservation, specifically aimed at small forest operations, community forestry and NTFP harvesting operations in the tropics.

This practical field guide is being prepared as part of a 3 year project led by FSC and CIFOR, and funded through the GEF in collaboration with FSC National Initiatives in Cameroon, Mexico and Brazil. The project is intended to build directly on the FSC’s SLIMF initiative and the ProForest/IKEA/WWF/ project which produced the HCVF global toolkits.  

The overall goal of the project is to develop tools and incentives to help small forest managers, communities and NTFP collectors in the tropics identify and protect biodiversity in the forests they manage through certification, whilst continuing to meet their own management objectives.  The project is taking place in three contrasting tropical countries in order to develop and test the tools in a range of situations.  The tools include simple checklists for HCV identification in the three countries, revised forest management standards and the step-by-step guide, which will then be disseminated internationally. 

The development of the step-by-step guide is currently in a preparatory phase, and we are carrying out a literature search of existing material on this subject, or similar topics – such as participatory biodiversity monitoring, community based M&E, NTFP harvesting impact monitoring, ecosystem health monitoring etc..  We would therefore welcome any documents, or experiences which you think might be useful to this process, as well as your thoughts on the content and format of guidance needed. Please send material or comments to dawn@proforest.net. We look forward to sharing draft versions of the guide as they are developed: your feedback will be an important input.

