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	Reviewer name and organisation:

	HCV Resource Network Participant (Yes/No)? 
Registered HCV Practitioner (Yes/No)?

NB we will take all comments into account. If you wish to take this opportunity to register as a Network Participant, please visit the website or contact the Secretariat. 

	General comments on the document  - content, structure, purpose etc.

	

	Specific comments on the document:

	Section Number
	Section Title
	Comment (please add rows as necessary)

	1
	INTRODUCTION
	

	2
	POLICY AND LEGISLATION
	

	2.1
	FOREST POLICY
	

	Principle 1
	A strong and continued political commitment at the highest level is indispensable for sustainable forest management to succeed (See Appendix 6)
	

	Principle 2
	An agreed forest policy should be supported by appropriate legislation

which should, in turn, be in harmony with laws concerning related sectors
	

	Principle 3
	There should be a mechanism for regular revision of policy in the light of new circumstances and/or availability of new information
	

	2.2
	NATIONAL FOREST INVENTORY
	

	Principle 4
	A national forest inventory should establish the importance of all forests, independent of their ownership status, for the purposes identified in section 2.1 (see also Appendix 2)
	

	Principle 5
	There should be flexible provisions for such inventories to be broadened to include information not previously covered, if and when the need and opportunity for such additional information arises
	

	2.3 


	PERMANENT FOREST ESTATE
	

	Principle 6


	Certain categories of land, whether public or private, need to be kept

under permanent forest cover to secure their optimal contribution to national development
	

	Principle 7
	The different categories of land to be kept under permanent forest are (see also Appendix 1): land to be protected; land for nature conservation; land for production of timber and other forest products; land intended to fulfill combinations of these objectives
	

	Principle 8 
	Land destined for conversion to other uses (agriculture, mines, etc.), and any land for which the final use is uncertain, should be kept under managed forest until the need for clearing arises
	

	2.4 
	FOREST OWNERSHIP
	

	Principle 9


	The principles and recommendations for implementation in these guidelines apply equally strictly to national forests and privately owned or customarily held forests
	

	2.5 


	NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE
	

	Principle 10
	There should be a national agency capable of managing the government forest estate, and assisting in the management of private and customarily held forests, according to the objectives laid down in the national forest policy
	

	3 
	FOREST MANAGEMENT
	

	Principle 11 
	Forests set aside for timber production are able to fulfill other important objectives, such as environmental protection and, to a varying extent, conservation of species and ecosystems. These multiple uses should be safeguarded by the application of the environmental standards, spelled out below, to all forest operations
	

	3.1
	Planning
	

	Principle 12
	Proper planning, at national, forest management unit and operational levels reduces economic and environmental costs and is therefore an essential

component of long-term sustainable forest management
	

	3.1.1 


	Static and dynamic inventory
	

	Principle 13


	The forests set aside for timber production should be the subject of a more detailed inventory to allow for planning of forest management and timber harvesting operations The question of type and quantity of data to be gathered should be the subject of cost-benefit analysis
	

	3.1.2 


	Setting of management objectives
	

	Principle 14


	Management objectives should be set rationally for each forest 
management unit Formulation of objectives should allow the forest manager to respond flexibly to present and future variations in physical, biological and socio-economic circumstances, keeping in mind the overall objectives of sustainability
	

	Principle15


	The size of each production forest management unit should preferably be a function of felling cycle, the average harvested volume per ha and annual timber outturn target of the operating agency (state forest enterprise, concessionaire, etc )
	

	3.1.3 


	Choice of silvicultural concept
	

	Principle 16 
	The choice of silvicultural concept should be aimed at sustained yield at minimum cost, enabling harvesting now and in the future, while respecting recognized secondary objectives
	

	3.1.4 


	Yield regulation, Annual allowable Cut (AAC)
	

	Principle 17


	ln order to ensure a sustained production of timber from each forest management unit, a reliable method for controlling timber yield should be adopted
	

	3.1.5 


	Management inventory and mapping
	

	Principle18
	A management inventory supported by a detailed map is indispensable

to the preparation of working plans for each forest management unit
	

	3.1.6 


	Preparation of working plans
	

	Principle 19 
	Working Plans should guarantee the respect of environmental standards in field operations
	

	3.1.7 


	Environmental impact assessment
	

	Principle 20 
	Forest management operations can have important positive or

Negative environmental consequences, both in the forest itself and outside (trans-boundary effects). These consequences should be assessed in advance of operations to ensure overall sustainability
	

	3.2 
	Harvesting
	

	Principle 21 


	Harvesting operations should fit into the silvicultural concept, and may, if they are well planned and executed, help to provide conditions for increased increment and for successful regeneration. Efficiency and sustainability of forest management depend to a large extent on the quality of harvesting operations. lnadequately executed harvesting operations can have far-reaching negative

impacts on the environment, such as erosion, pollution, habitat disruption and

reduction of biological diversity, and may jeopardize the implementation of the silvicultural concept
	

	3.2.1 
	Pre-harvest prescriptions
	

	Principle 22
	Pre-harvest prescriptions are important to minimize logging damage to the residual stand, to reduce health risks for logging personnel and to attune harvesting with the silvicultural concept
	

	3.2.2 
	Roads
	

	Principle 23
	Planning, location, design, and construction of roads, bridges, causeways and fords should be done so as to minimize environmental damage
	

	3.2.3 
	Extraction
	

	Principle 24
	Extraction frequently involves the use of heavy machinery and,

therefore, precautions must be taken to avoid damage
	

	3.2.4 


	Post-harvest stand management
	

	Principle 25

	Post-harvest operations are necessary to assess logging damage, the

state of forest regeneration, the need for releasing and other silvicultural operations to assure the future timber crop.
	

	3.3 
	Protection
	

	3.3.1 
	Control of access
	

	Principle 26


	Permanent production forest should be protected from activities that are incompatible with sustainable timber production, such as the encroachment by

shifting cultivators often associated with the opening up of the forest
	

	3.3.2 
	Fire
	

	Principle 27


	Fire is a serious threat to future productivity and environmental quality of the forest. Increased fire risk in areas being logged, and even more so in areas which have been logged, demands stringent safety measures
	

	3.3.3 
	Chemicals
	

	Principle 28 


	Chemicals, such as the ones used in silvicultural treatment, constitute

risks both in terms of personnel safety and environmental pollution
	

	3.4 
	Legal Managements
	

	3.4.1 
	Concession managements
	

	Principle 29


	There should be incentives to support long term sustainable forest management for all parties involved. Concessionaires should have the long term

viability of their concession provided for (mainly by government controlling access

to the forest); local population should benefit from forest management (see section 4); government should receive sufficient revenue to continue its forest management

operations
	

	3.4.2 


	Logging permits on private or customarily held land
	

	Principle 30 


	For private or customarily held forests the basic approach to sustainability is the same as for government forests (see 3.4.1).
	

	Principle 31


	The national forest service should provide assistance to customary rights holders and private forest owners to manage the forests sustainably
	

	3.4.3 
	Salvage permits
	

	Principle 32


	Timber from forest land to be convened to other uses, and from forests

damaged by hurricanes and other disasters, should be optimally utilized. At the same

time, disruption of management of the permanent production forest should be

prevented
	

	3.5 
	Monitoring and Research
	

	Principle 33

	Monitoring and research should provide feedback about the compatibility of forest management operations with the objectives of sustainable timber production and other forest uses
	

	3.5.1 


	Yield control and silviculture
	

	3.5.2 


	Environmental impact studies
	

	4


	SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL ASPECTS
	

	Principle 34


	Sustained timber production depends on an equitable distribution of incentives, costs and benefits, associated with forest management, between the principal participants, namely the forest authority, forest owners, concessionaires

and local communities
	

	4.1 


	Relations With Local Populations
	


	
	The success of forest management for sustained timber production depends to a considerable degree on its compatibility with the interests of local populations.
	

	Principle 36

	Timber permits for areas inhabited by indigenous peoples should take into consideration the conditions recommended by the World Bank and the ILO for work in such areas inter alia.
	

	4.2 


	Economics, incentives, Taxation
	

	Principle 37 


	Management for timber production can only be sustained in the long-term if it is economically viable (taking full account in the economic value of all relevant costs and benefits from the conservation of the forest and its ecological and environmental influences).
	

	Principle 38 


	A share of the financial benefits accruing from timber harvesting should be considered and used as funds for maintaining the productive capacity of

the forest resource
	

	Principle 39 


	Forest fees and taxes should be considered as incentives to encourage more rational and less wasteful forest utilization and the establishment of an efficient processing industry and to discourage high-grading and logging of forests which are marginal for timber production. They should be and remain directly related to the real cost of forest management, Taxation procedures should be as simple as possible and dear to all parties involved
	

	Principle 40

	In order to achieve the main principle of good and sustainable management, forest fees and taxes may need to be revised at relatively short notice, due to circumstances outside the control of loggers and the forest agency (e.g fluctuations in international timber market and currency) The national forest agency should be

granted the authority to carry out such revisions
	

	Principle 41 


	Continuity of operations is essential for sustainable forest management
	

	Appendix 1


	CATEGORIES OF FOREST LAND
	

	Appendix 2


	NATIONAL FOREST INVENTORY
	

	Appendix 3 


	ROADS AND HARVESTING
	

	Appendix 4


	CONCESSION LEGISLATION
	

	Appendix 5 


	UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME STATEMENT ON            SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
	

	Appendix 6 
	INDICATIVE SCHEME OF PREREQUISITES FOR SUSTAINABLE             MANAGEMENT AT VARIOUS LEVELS, INCLUDING GUIDELINES
	








