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1. Biodiversity assessments
1.1. BioRap Assessment: 

This approach was developed by CRES, CSIRO, the Environmental Resources Information Network and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park for the World Bank. The BioRap Toolbox consists of a set of coordinated analytical tools that can be used to identify, with high spatial resolution, and within a period of one year, priority areas for the conservation and sustainable management of biodiversity. It has been used in eastern Australia and in Papua New Guinea.

More information can be found at: http://www.amonline.net.au/systematics/faith5.htm 

See also: Margules C and Redhead T (1995) Guidelines for Using the BioRap Methodology and Tools. CSIRO.  
1.2. Rapid Ecological Assessment:

Rapid Ecological Assessment (REA) is a methodology developed by The Nature Conservancy to provide comprehensive and reliable information about biodiversity resources in situations where time and financial resources are limited. REAs utilize a combination of remote-sensed imagery, reconnaissance overflights, field data collection, and spatial information visualization to generate useful information for conservation planning.
More details can be found in the publication “Nature in Focus” available to purchase at:

http://print.google.com/print?id=Ga-TA2o6o94C&lpg=PR7&pg=PP1&printsec=0&sig=vuJG9ypHBQYEygQshX5DMHkov3Y 
1.3. Forest Quality Assessment:

This may be a useful new concept in forest conservation and management. Three main assessment criteria are used: authenticity; environmental benefits; and social and economic benefits. A methodology and protocol for collecting and analysing data is described, and the approach needed with each indicator is outlined in detail. A landscape approach to assessment is advocated, as meeting conservation goals also means addressing human needs, and balancing the trade-offs involved is only possible at a landscape scale.

Forest quality: assessing forests at a landscape scale available for purchase at:

http://styluspub.com/books/BookDetail.aspx?productID=128138 
1.4. Landscape species indicators

Recently the Wildlife Conservation Society developed an approach to site-based conservation planning based on the species requirements of suites of landscape species. It is part of the WCS Living Landscapes Programme. The landscape species concept is a way of selecting a few species for conservation attention with the belief that meeting their needs will achieve conservation of other species and of the landscape as whole. 
More information can be found in: 

Sanderson, EW; Redford, KH; Vedder, A; Coppolillo, PB; Ward, SE (2002) A conceptual model for conservation planning based on landscape species requirements. Landscape and Urban Planning 58: 41-56
Pdf version available at:

http://wcslivinglandscapes.com/media/file/Sanderson_et_al_20021.pdf 
 Wildlife Conservation Society use of the approach:

http://wcslivinglandscapes.com/about  

1.5. Genetic Heat Index:

The approach to measuring and using GHI was developed by Hawthorne and Abu Juam in Ghana under the Forest Resources Programme of the UK Department for International Development. GHI uses a star rating for the different endemic plant species that are found in an area and uses this to identify areas of concentration of rare species. 

More information is available at: http://www.earthwatch.org/site/pp.asp?c=crLQK3PHLsF&b=479735 
And in the publication:

Hawthorne WD and Abu Juam M (1995) Forest Protection in Ghana. IUCN 
2. Social assessments

2.1. Rapid Rural Appraisal:

Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA) methodology owes much of its early development to Farming Systems Research and Extension as promoted by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research Centers (CGIAR) . It is a series of techniques for "quick and dirty" research that are claimed to generate results of less apparent precision, but greater evidential value, than classic quantitative survey techniques. 

More comprehensive information on rapid rural appraisal:

http://www.fao.org/docrep/W3241E/w3241e09.htm#chapter%20objectives  

Methodological pointers are provided in:

Pretty and Vodouhê (1997) Using rapid or participatory rural appraisal. In Swanson B E. Bentz Robert P. and Sofranko Andrew J (Eds) Improving agricultural extension. A reference manual. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Rome, 1997

Improving agricultural extension (FAO) http://www.fao.org/docrep/W5830E/w5830e00.htm#Contents  

2.2. Participatory forest assessment:

Participatory forest assessment is a two-way exchange of experience and knowledge between local people and forestry professionals. The participatory approach is intended to strengthen the implementation of good forest management through the direct involvement of local people. 

Recent Approaches to Participatory Forest Resource Assessment by Jane Carter (1996) can be purchased from:

http://store.securehosting.com/stores/sh203294/shophome.php 

Local people's participation in forest resource assessment: a review of field experience by Jane Carter Lengeler (contains references to other publications):

http://www.earthwatch.org/europe/limbe/localpeops.html  

Link to the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the UN’s ‘The Community’s Toolbox: the ideas, methods and tools for participatory assessment, monitoring,and evaluation in community forestry’:

http://www.fao.org/documents/show_cdr.asp?url_file=/docrep/x5307e/x5307e00.htm  

2.3. Resource assessment of Non Wood Forest Products:

This publication is based on the outputs of the Forest Research Programme's (FRP) pre-project ZF0077 on the biometrics of current NWFP resource assessment methods. 

The written report by Jennifer Wong is available at:

http://www.fao.org/documents/show_cdr.asp?url_file=//DOCREP/004/Y1457E/Y1457e01.htm     

A review of non-wood forest product assessment methodologies by Jennifer Wong (2000):

http://www.etfrn.org/etfrn/workshop/ntfp/index.html 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/004/y1457e/y1457e00.HTM  

2.4. Multidisciplinary Landscape Assessment

MLA Methods were developed by CIFOR in Indonesia and have been adapted and applied in Mozambique, Bolivia and Cameroon. The first project was centered on Malinau (then Bulungan) in East Kalimantan.

More information is available from: http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/mla/default.asp 

Methods book: http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/mla/_ref/publication/exploring_biological_diversity.htm 
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